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18 mm x 18 mm

150 mm

Field lens, 35 mm x 35 mm
Condensor lens
diameter 32 mm

PMT active area
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Figure 2.54: Azimuthal distribution of number of hits by 1 bin along the Cherenkov fiducial zone. (3000 events,
PC32, 2050 V).

Optimization, yield and stability of PCs
In this section, an outline of the RD phase is given to review the steps achieved in the optimization of the
detector towards the assembly of a final prototype of a HMPID module.

During the period 1993 to 1997, 32 CsI photocathodes were produced and evaluated using test beams.
They are referred to as PC1 to PC32 in Fig. 2.55. The choice of a parameter convenient to compare
their performance is not straightforward since a variable like the photoelectron yield depends on specific
experimental conditions like transparencies, efficiencies, etc that might change from run to run. For that
purpose, we have taken the QE value at 170 nm, referred as QE(170).
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Figure 2.55: CsI QE history. Overview of the QE measured at 170 nm of all the CsI photocathodes produced
during the R&D phase.

The following actions, described in chronological sequence, were taken and resulted in an improve-
ment of either the photoelectron yield or the QE(170) performance.

a) At the beginning of our R&D work, CsI layers were deposited on G10/Cu/Au substrates at room
temperature (PC1 to PC10), showing low QE and bad quality coatings (Section 2.1.1.5). An improvement
was observed (PC12 to PC18) when the post treatment was applied (Section 2.1.1.3).
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2.1 Basic CsI RICH components 17

This study allowed us to verify the optimization of the MWPC operating conditions from the point of
view of the Cherenkov photon total detection efficiency, confirming CH4 as the best gas, since the electric
field requirements for maximal photoelectron collection match well the high-voltage ranges providing a
stable operation of the chamber.

2.1.1.3 Post treatment

So far, all teams involved in the processing of CsI films have followed the above evaporation procedures,
considered necessary in order to produce photocathodes stable in time, but not expected to drastically
change the QE performance. More controversial are the influence of the substrate and the conditioning.
The conditioning, initially described by Anderson [26], consists in heating the photocathode, kept under
vacuum after the evaporation to 50 – 60 C for 4–6 hours. In addition, different configurations were tested
such as flushing the vessel with CH4 or C2H6 during the heating, varying the substrate temperature or the
duration of the process. In Fig. 2.8, the enhancement of the QE with time is illustrated by a measurement
made in the Weizmann set-up using a PCB substrate. A drastic increase in the QE was observed, mainly
in the long wavelength range ( 190 nm), after heating the film to 60 C for 5 hours compared with
measurements taken just after the evaporation. In addition, the films appear to have a better stability
following exposure to air after conditioning. Such an effect was systematically reproduced by Breskin
on a large number of different substrates, PCB included [27].
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Figure 2.8: Effect of the heating of the CsI sample after evaporation at 60 under vacuum. From T 0 (the end
of evaporation), an enhancement of the QE with time is observed. Measurements made at the Weizmann Institute
using a CERN PCB substrate.

Following these tests on small samples in vacuum, a post treatment was systematically applied in the
production of the large PCB photocathodes aimed at equipping the RICH detector. The post treatment
consisted in evaporating on the pad cathode held at 50 degrees and in keeping under vacuum the fresh
film at the same temperature for 6 to 12 hours. The positive influence of that treatment is illustrated later
in Section 2.3.2.3 showing a substantial increase of the QE in our production of large photocathodes.

It should be mentioned that the positive influence of the post treatment was not observed by some
authors [28]. A tentative explanation could be found in the fact that different substrates were used, such
as aluminium, known for their peculiar surface structure usually porous and oxidized. Although several
large photocathodes of high quality were later produced with a good yield, it is felt that deeper under-
standing of the processing should be still acquired in order to ensure a better control in the production of
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the large number (50) of photocathodes needed in the HMPID system. For that purpose, an extension of
the HMPID evaporation vessel has been built, described in Section 3.1.5, allowing for the evaluation of
the photocathode immediatly after its processing.

2.1.1.4 Exposure to air and ageing of small samples

After having reached the nominal QE value by applying the post treatment, Breskin et al. [6] exposed the
sample to air and measured the variation of the QE with time. In Fig. 2.9, it is seen that a short exposure
to air, less than 30 minutes, does not affect the QE.

Two processes are known to damage a CsI film: the exposure to a direct photon flux and the impact
of ions when used in a MWPC. We shall not discuss the first case since it necessitates photon den-
sity of 1011 mm 2 s 1, far from our Cherenkov application, but we shall report on some investigations
performed on the second one by Breskin et al. [7, 29].

Ageing studies of CsI photocathodes were done in a MWPC detector, having an anode plane of
20 mm wires, with 2 mm spacing, placed 2 mm away from the cathodes and filled with pure methane.
The chamber was illuminated with an Hg(Ar) lamp through air (dominant wavelength 185 nm) and the
photocurrent was collected from both cathodes.

The photocathode ageing under a gas gain of 105, was measured by monitoring the decay of the pho-
tocurrent. The illuminated area was 100 mm2 and the total current density was limited to 0.05 nA/mm2,
in order to avoid local space charge problems. The decay induced by photons only, measured at gain
equal to 1, is of the order 20% after accumulated charge of 25 mC/mm2. As shown in Fig. 2.10, no
visible drop of QE was observed by Breskin et al. [7] up to a 2.2 mC/cm2 accumulated charge during a
UV irradiation done at a chamber gain of 105 in CH4 using an aluminized stainless steel substrate.

A summary of the status of CsI ageing studies can be found in [7]. Krizan et al. (see in [7]), observed
some drop of QE obtained with CsI deposited on different substrates (Sn).

As reported in Section 2.3.2.7, the rate integrated over one month of Pb operation is expected to
amount at 0.15 mC/cm2.

Figure 2.9: The decay of the QE of CsI layers evap-
orated on Ni/Au coated PCB under exposure to air at
a relative humidity of 35% [6].
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Figure 2.10: Ageing test under ion charge impact
[7].

2.1.1.5 Substrate and microstructural studies

Microstructural studies were undertaken in the RD-26 collaboration in an attempt to characterize CsI
films by the observation of specific features using different physical probes. The aim was to correlate
such features to a QE evaluation of the film and to serve as a quality control procedure. In addition,
these studies are necessary in order to understand the underlying physicochemical ageing process. We
shall report here only most important results. Some of these studies are still in progress thanks to a new
instrument described in Section 2.1.1.6.
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Figure 2.56: QE stability plots. Evolution with time of the QE of several photocathodes.

2.3.2.4 Proto-2: results obtained with single-particle events

Proto-2 was assembled in 1996 and the first large photocathode, PC26, tested at T11 in December 1996.
The four final PCs (PC29 to PC32) were processed and tested with small radiators at T11 from June
to October 1997. A first test of the detector fully equiped with four PCs and one full-size-radiator
tray was performed at the SPS in November 1997. Finally, two SPS test periods were scheduled in
April and July 1998, the second one with the complete radiator composed of two trays. Measurements
relative to PCs evaluation are reported here while those taken with beam interacting on target are found
in Section 2.3.2.6. Figure 2.57 indicates the position of the four photocathodes and of the radiator tray
for the test period when only one tray was mounted.

Figure 2.57: Schematic layout of proto-2 showing the position of the radiator tray relative to the four CsI pad
panels (PC29 to PC32) when using a single tray at the SPS test runs in November 1997 and April 1998. For the
July 1998 runs, the layout with two radiator trays is seen in Fig. 2.26.

Single-particle runs were taken to scan at three beam positions the four PCs at different particle
incident angles: 0, 2 5, 5, 7 5 . In addition to the evaluation of the detector, these runs are used
as databases to generate by software multiparticle patterns of known density by randomly overlapping
single events that are fully characterized. Their analysis is found in Chapter 4.
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a convex shape characterizes poor quenching property, typical of noble-gas-based mixtures (argon, he-
lium), associated with a negative θ value [35].

In addition to the gaseous generation from the primary avalanche in poorly-quenched mixtures, sec-
ondary electrons are also produced by feedback photons when CsI coated cathodes are used. In the case
of CH4, photons are emitted from excited carbon atoms according to three lines at 156, 166, 193 nm in
the ratio 30, 57, 13 [45]. In absence of quenching admixture, CH4 is transparent to these photon energies
leading to a photon feedback yield of Npf 7 7 10 6 G [46], where G is the gain of the primary
avalanche (Eq. 2.1). Therefore, the Polya model cannot be applied as described above since θ is not
anymore a constant but a function of the individual avalanche gain i.e. of the induced pulse height: the
higher the individual amplification, the more feedback photons produced.

This is illustrated in Fig. 2.21 by SE-PHDs measured in different gas mixtures with CsI-coated cath-
odes. Standard Polya fits are applied to the spectra providing A0 and θ values. The Furry curve of mean
A0 are superimposed on the measured spectra. Contrary to what is seen in Fig. 2.20, in case of negative
θ, high PHs are found in excess to the Furry curve with a poorly quenched mixture. In turn, using the
less transparent iC4H10 cuts off two of the three carbon lines (see transmission curve in Section 2.1.3)
and the SE-PHD (Fig. 2.21d) has a positive θ but shows a lack of high PHs with respect to the Furry
curve, illustrating its known ‘quenching’ ability.

In our experimental geometry and at a maximum gain of 5 105, the yield of photoelectrons in CH4
is expected to be 0.3 – 0.4 per avalanche, assuming QE between 0.2 and 0.3 and a the solid angle for
electron emission of about 1.5 π srad.

a)

b)

c)

d)

Figure 2.21: Single-electron pulse-height in different gas mixtures. A fit with the Polya distribution function is
shown, with parameters P1: θ and P2: A0. In b) and d) hatched lines are the Furry curves with mean A0.
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2.1.2.5 Evaluation of the photon feedback yield

A method for evaluating the photon feedback yield in any gas mixture has been developed [47] and
currently applied to check the critical parameter Kpf 7 7 10 6 proposed by Arnold et al. [46] for
hydrocarbon mixtures.

For this purpose, a pad cathode was half-covered with CsI and photoelectrons were extracted using
a well-collimated UV source (deuterium lamp) from two spots, distant by about 10 cm, one coated with
CsI and the other one not coated, in order to compare the resulting SE-PHDs. The two spots are located
along the same sense wire, used as a trigger for the pad electronics in both cases. Measurements, shown
in Fig. 2.22, were obtained using a MWPC with a pad size of 8 8 mm2, 2 mm anode to cathode distance,
4 mm anode pitch and CH4, iC4H10/CH4, Ar/CH4 as gas mixtures. The SE-PHDs measured at the two
spots at different voltages were fitted to Polya distributions providing the θ values plotted in Fig. 2.23a.
Indeed, the adjunction of CsI results in making the θ values more negative than the one obtained with
bare cathodes. To simulate these measurements, by varying Kpf, a proportion of photon feedback photons
is added to a primary SE-PHD obtained from the fit of the no-CsI SE-PHDs until the θ value measured at
the CsI spot is reproduced. Figure 2.23b shows the simulated θ values obtained for different Kpf values.
A reasonable agreement with the measurements is obtained for a Kpf value of 7 10 6, close to the one
quoted in [46].

Figure 2.22: PH spectra of single electrons emitted from a cathode spot surrounded (right column) or not (left
column) by a CsI coating, measured at two chamber gains in CH4. The constant θ and A0 of the Polya fit are the
values P1 and P2 , respectively.
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Figure 2.73: Radiator thickness scan in proto-1,
PC24, 3 GeV/c PS beam test, chamber voltage
2250 V; full symbols: measurements; empty symbols:
simulation. Number of pads, number of resolved clus-
ters and resolved cluster size for pions (a) and pro-
tons (b) and total PH per event (c) as a function of the
C6F14 thickness.
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350 GeV/c π SPS beam test; full symbols: measure-
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the large number (50) of photocathodes needed in the HMPID system. For that purpose, an extension of
the HMPID evaporation vessel has been built, described in Section 3.1.5, allowing for the evaluation of
the photocathode immediatly after its processing.

2.1.1.4 Exposure to air and ageing of small samples

After having reached the nominal QE value by applying the post treatment, Breskin et al. [6] exposed the
sample to air and measured the variation of the QE with time. In Fig. 2.9, it is seen that a short exposure
to air, less than 30 minutes, does not affect the QE.

Two processes are known to damage a CsI film: the exposure to a direct photon flux and the impact
of ions when used in a MWPC. We shall not discuss the first case since it necessitates photon den-
sity of 1011 mm 2 s 1, far from our Cherenkov application, but we shall report on some investigations
performed on the second one by Breskin et al. [7, 29].

Ageing studies of CsI photocathodes were done in a MWPC detector, having an anode plane of
20 mm wires, with 2 mm spacing, placed 2 mm away from the cathodes and filled with pure methane.
The chamber was illuminated with an Hg(Ar) lamp through air (dominant wavelength 185 nm) and the
photocurrent was collected from both cathodes.

The photocathode ageing under a gas gain of 105, was measured by monitoring the decay of the pho-
tocurrent. The illuminated area was 100 mm2 and the total current density was limited to 0.05 nA/mm2,
in order to avoid local space charge problems. The decay induced by photons only, measured at gain
equal to 1, is of the order 20% after accumulated charge of 25 mC/mm2. As shown in Fig. 2.10, no
visible drop of QE was observed by Breskin et al. [7] up to a 2.2 mC/cm2 accumulated charge during a
UV irradiation done at a chamber gain of 105 in CH4 using an aluminized stainless steel substrate.

A summary of the status of CsI ageing studies can be found in [7]. Krizan et al. (see in [7]), observed
some drop of QE obtained with CsI deposited on different substrates (Sn).

As reported in Section 2.3.2.7, the rate integrated over one month of Pb operation is expected to
amount at 0.15 mC/cm2.

Figure 2.9: The decay of the QE of CsI layers evap-
orated on Ni/Au coated PCB under exposure to air at
a relative humidity of 35% [6].
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Figure 2.10: Ageing test under ion charge impact
[7].

2.1.1.5 Substrate and microstructural studies

Microstructural studies were undertaken in the RD-26 collaboration in an attempt to characterize CsI
films by the observation of specific features using different physical probes. The aim was to correlate
such features to a QE evaluation of the film and to serve as a quality control procedure. In addition,
these studies are necessary in order to understand the underlying physicochemical ageing process. We
shall report here only most important results. Some of these studies are still in progress thanks to a new
instrument described in Section 2.1.1.6.
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